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DEFINITIONS 



WHAT ARE ADVERSE DRUG REACTIONS? 

‘Cured yesterday of my disease 

I died last night of my physician’ 

              So ALWAYS the important question is: 

Do the potential benefits of the medication outweigh the potential risks for 

the individual?                                      

‘Cured yesterday of my disease 

I died last night of my physician’ 

              So ALWAYS the important question is: 

Do the potential benefits of the medication outweigh the potential risks for 

the individual?                                      





ADR’S DOES NOT INCLUDE 

• Non therapeutic overdosage 

• Lack of efficacy of drug 

• Drug abuse 

• Medication errors 

 



CONSEQUENCES OF ADR 

• Adversely affect patient’s quality of life 

• Complicate drug therapy 

• Decrease compliance and delay cure 

• Increase in cost of treatment 

• Lack of confidence on their doctors 

• Mimics disease and lead to unnecessary 

investigations 

 

 

 

 

 



WHO MIGHT GET AFFECTED BY 
ADVERSE DRUG REACTION? 

• Anyone who takes the medicine 

 



WHAT SHOULD RAISE SUSPICION OF ADR? 

Symptoms that may: 

• Appear soon after a new drug is started 

• Occur after increase in dosage 

 

 

 

 





ADR REPORTING FORM 

 





MEDICATION ERROR 

• A MEDICATION ERROR IS ANY PREVENTABLE EVENT THAT MAY CAUSE 

OR LEAD TO INAPPROPRIATE MEDICATION USE OR PATIENT HARM 

WHILE THE MEDICATION IS IN THE CONTROL OF THE HEALTH CARE 

PROFESSIONAL, PATIENT, OR CONSUMER. 



EXAMPLE OF MEDICATION ERROR 

• A 25 KG CHILD WITH NO PRIOR HISTORY OF PENICILLIN ALLERGY 

WAS PRESCRIBED 250 MG ORALLY OF AMOXICILLIN SUSPENSION 

TWICE DAILY (MORNING AND EVENING) FOR 7 DAYS. ON THE 

SEVENTH DAY, THE CHILD INADVERTENTLY RECEIVED A MORNING 

DOSE OF 500 MG INSTEAD OF 250 MG. THE CHILD DID NOT SUFFER 

ANY NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES FROM THE ERROR. 



ADVERSE DRUG EVENT 

• AN ADVERSE DRUG EVENT (ADE) IS AN INJURY RESULTING FROM 

MEDICAL INTERVENTION RELATED TO A DRUG. 



EXAMPLE OF ADVERSE DRUG EVENT 

• A 37 YEAR OLD PATIENT DIAGNOSED WITH AN INFECTION FOR 

WHICH AMOXICILLIN AND CLAVULANATE POTASSIUM IS A CLINICALLY 

REASONABLE CHOICE. PATIENT HAS USED AMOXICILLIN AND OTHER 

ANTIBIOTICS IN PAST WITHOUT ADVERSE EFF ECTS. PRESCRIBER 

ORDERED AMOXICILLIN AND CLAVULANATE POTASSIUM 500 MG 

EVERY 12 HOURS. AFTER TAKING 3 DOSES, PATIENT EXPERIENCED 

RASH AND FACIAL SWELLING. HE WAS TRANSPORTED TO THE 

EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT AND TREATED.  





THE ROLE OF PHARMACOVIGILANCE 

• THE ROLE OF PHARMACOVIGILANCE IS TO DETERMINE WHICH 

ADVERSE EVENTS CROSS THE LINE OF A DRUG'S EFFICACY. IN OTHER 

WORDS, ANALYSING WHICH SIDE EFFECTS ARE WORTH THE RISK TO 

PATIENTS COMPARED WITH HOW EFFECTIVE THEY ARE AT TREATING A 

DISEASE. 






